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time of prosperity, on the security of their shares, to such an
extent that when the companies became insolvent amidst the
general ruin, the Bank also failed. This failure was noticed
with sharp animadversion by the public, and especially by those
who had become shareholders in the Bank on the faith of its
being supervised by the Government. Indignation rose high
against the Government Director (since deceased) who, as
financial adviser of the Government in this matter, was
specially bound to see that the Bank steered clear of the
threatening shoals. It was felt also that the Government itself
could not be exempted from responsibility for not having more
effectually watched and corrected the conduct of the Directors.
Subsequently this grave affair became the subject of discussion
in Parliament, and was investigated by a Commission which sat
in England.

During the season of prosperity, many native gentlemen,
having made much money, desired to give out of their abun-
dance large contributions towards objects of public usefulness
and charity. Sir Bartle Frere was ready and earnest to en-
courage them in such munificence; indeed there never was a
Governor endowed with greater aptitude than he for inspiring
Natives with feelings of generosity and ambition for doing
good in their generation. More hospitals, schools and other
public institutions were founded by private benevolence at
that time than at any other before or since. Ceremonial
meetings were often held to commemorate the founding or
the opening of these institutions. Frere was most willing to
accept invitations to attend on these occasions, and to deliver
speeches of the kind which the Natives ever love to hear from
the mouths of their rulers. His utterances, proceeding from
long and intimate knowledge of the Natives, were judiciously
calculated to develop the best parts of their character,
stimulate all their noblest sentiments, and raise their ideas
to the highest attainable standard. He appealed skilfully to
the noblest promptings of their nature, and while touching with
a gentle finger all the faults in their conduct kept their up-
lifted gaze turned towards the highest standard attainabla
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